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Mornington Peninsula    
       ...Melbourne’s Own Vineyard 

Nowhere in Australia are vineyards 
backdropped by such breathtaking 
seascapes. Walk pristine beaches 
& spectacular cliff tops, catch a 
wave, paddle a sea kayak, tackle 
the fairway at Cape Schanck, or sip 
a seductive pinot noir – and feel 
the difference when you visit the 
Mornington Peninsula. 

This is a special place where vines 
thrive in sheltered undulating 
valleys nurtured by a maritime cool 
climate that together create elegant, 
personality-packed
award-winning wines.

Less than an hour’s drive south-
east of Melbourne, the region now 
hosts 175 small-scale vineyards and 
more than 50 cellar doors offering 
visitors a personal warm welcome 
and taste of the region’s diverse and 
impressive collection of fine wines. 

Savour elegant Pinot Noir, complex 
rich Chardonnay, aromatic Pinot 
Gris, spicy Shiraz, mellow Cabernet 
Sauvignon – a portfolio created 
by winemakers and vignerons 
passionately committed to their craft.

- Cheryl Lee, MPVA
Ph: 5989 2377 for information 
and a Wine Touring brochure.

C e l e b r a t i o n  a t  S t o n i e r

Tasting Pinots 300 visitors enjoyed tasting 
Peninsula pinot noir, pinot gris, grigio & 
sparkling wines at Mornington Peninsula 
Piers & Pinots last Sunday, the first of many 
wine events held by Mornington Peninsula 
Vignerons this Autumn. David Haynes from 
Flinders Yacht Club took first place in the Piers 
& Pinots Yacht Race. 

The weather was very kind this year & it was 
hard to imagine a better way to spend a quiet 
Sunday afternoon – by the sea at Flinders 
foreshore tasting Peninsula Pinots from 
Dromana Estate, Nazaaray, T’Gallant, Willow 

Creek, Red Hill Estate, Mantons Creek, Jones 
Road, The Duke Vineyard, Rahona Valley, Box 
Stallion, Elgee Park, Montalto & The Cups 
Estate & enjoying food provided by The Long 
Table & Flinders Shellfish.

2007 Harvest Meanwhile harvest is continuing 
throughout the warmer areas of the region with 
forecasts predicting another excellent year for 
quality although yields are perhaps around 70-
80% of estimates. This lower than normal yield 
was caused by cool & damp weather during 
flowering as well as the impact of a one in one 
hundred year drought!

P e n i n s u l a  P i e r s  &  P i n o t s

Winemaker, Aubert de Villaine, co-owner of 
the Domaine de la Romanée Conti the most 
famous vineyards in Burgundy visited the 
Stonier winery for a luncheon organised as 
part of the third biennial Mornington Peninsula 
Pinot Noir Celebration, a showcase regional 
event which was chaired by founder, Brian 
Stonier.  Pictured is Aubert alongside Stonier 
Winemaker, Geraldine McFaul deep in 
discussion about whole bunch fermentation.

Mornington Peninsula Cellar Doors make 
you especially welcome over the Queens 
Birthday Long Weekend. Christened Winter 
Wine Weekend, across the Peninsula cellar 
doors are abuzz with their freshly bottled 
2006 vintage Pinots and Chardonnays 
alongside other very individual varieties, 
blends & styles.

The opening event is the Winter Wine Fest 
(Saturday 9 June, 11am – 4pm, Red Hill 
Recreation Reserve, Arthur’s Seat Road, Red 
Hill) an exhibition and tasting which traditionally 
marks the beginning of the annual extensive 
Winter Wine program. This site, which is 
familiar to many as home to Red Hill Market 
will be filled with Cellar Door wine tastings 
– 50 wineries offering over 200 wines to taste. 
For food lovers there is delicious regional 
produce and meals to taste, while enjoying the 
sounds of local musicians. The popular wine 
seminars are free to attendees and are booked 
out very quickly on the day. They are a unique 
opportunity to taste wines, listen and learn, with 
a selection of the region’s key winemakers.

Entry to this year’s Winter Wine Fest is $35 
(inc GST) at the door ($30 pre-booked with 
the MPVA) and includes a complimentary 
Luigi Bormioli wine tasting glass with a 
comprehensive tasting booklet. Wine can also 
be purchased & taken or freighted on the day. 

And that’s just the beginning…throughout 
winter wine weekend you can enjoy a gourmet 
frankfurt or Emu snag in a crusty bread roll 
with a glass of a recent trophy winning Elan 
wine, or keep the young amigos entertained 
at Five Sons while you warm up your body 
and satisfy your soul - learn how to dance and 
enjoy steaming paella or meze – but not all 
together at the same time!. Or visit the Annual 
Sunday Open Day at Elgee Park or the once-
a-year open day on Sunday at Frogspond 
overlooking beautiful Port Phillip Bay. French 
fare and award winning wines by the fire in 
the Marinda Park rustic restaurant invite you 
to visit and enjoy soup at cellar door with live 
jazz. Explore the beautiful tranquil walking track 
along East Creek from Merricks Estate and try 
European style smoked meat platters each day 
at Northway Downs. Taste romantic Riesling 
at Paradigm Hill or visit James Halliday’s 2007 
Winery of the Year – Paringa Estate. Vertical 
tastings will be held at various wineries; slow 
food, pies, pinot and puddings at Barmah Park; 
or explore tastes of food and wine matching at 
Ten Minutes by Tractor.

For further information, a copy of the 
program, please phone (03) 5989 2377 or 
check the MPVA website: www.mpva.com.au 

W I N T E R  W I N E  W E E K E N D

http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.mpva.com.au


F U N C T I O N S  •  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S  •  W E D D I N G S

The Merricks General Store has had a rich history as a meeting 
place for locals & travellers alike.  Now lovingly refurbished, it is 
the perfect place to relax and enjoy the freshest of local produce 
and culinary delights in a unique & authentic setting.

Radiating a warm and rustic charm, the café is open daily from 
8am and serves hearty breakfasts, fabulous lunches, desserts and 
Genovese coffee - in front of an open fire or outside on the deck 
with water views. 

A special function area provides a stylish yet relaxed setting for 
parties, group lunches or business meetings and after hours the 
Merricks General Store turns into an ideal venue for weddings, 
cocktail parties and special occasions.  

Home to Rigel Wines and featuring Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and 
Shiraz from their local vineyard, the Merricks General Store also 
offers an abundance of sumptuous delights for the pantry - freshly 
baked breads, handmade cheeses and locally harvested preserves. 

Open daily from 8am
3458 - 3460 Frankston - Flinders Road Merricks 3916 • Telephone: 03 5989 8088 • Facsimile: 03 5989 8022

Email: manager@merricksgeneralstore.com.au • www.merricksgeneralstore.com.au

mailto:manager@merricksgeneralstore.com.au
http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.merricksgeneralstore.com.au


From horseback winery rides 
to mini coaches and even a 
Rolls, our tour operators have 
packaged individual itineraries 
to suit everyone.
WALLACES MORNINGTON 
PENINSULA WINERY TOURS
owners Rob and Cheryl Wallace 
provide funfilled and happy 
customised winery tours to the 
best of the Peninsulas food and 
wine scene. ''We specialise in 
small intimate groups up to 10 
to ensure that you get the best 

attention at all times particularly at 
the winery cellar doors. 
Visit the vineyards that you want 
or work with us to design your 
personalised itinerary. Great for 
groups of friends staying on the 
Peninsula or special occasions 
such as weekend getaways, 
birthdays,anniversaries or 
corporate team building. 
Call the Wallaces on 9347 3039 
for the best and friendliest  
Mornington Peninsula Winery 
Tours managed by the experts.

Tour and Stay with AMOUR OF 
THE GRAPE Wine Tours who 
specialise in small group wine 
tours (2-6 max) of the Peninsula 
are passionate about the wines 
and the region. 

Your hosts invite you to "Seduce 
your Senses" as your day of wine 
exploration sees you visiting 4- 5 
cellar doors, while touring tree 
lined country roads. "Admire the 
colour of the wines and the vista 
across rolling hills and the bays. 
Delight in the bouquet of the 
glass, savour fragrant country 
air, experience taste sensations 
of cool climate wines and enjoy 
gourmet meals featuring fresh 
local produce at the region’s 
finest cellar door restaurant/
cafes." Time permitting the 
day may end with a stop at the 
famous Arthurs Seat. Weekend 
touring may also include the 
Peninsula Chocolate 
Factory, Red Hill Cheesery or 
Red Hill Micro-brewery.

Your hosts will pick you up from 
any address on the Mornington 
Peninsula, or for something truly 
unique you could blend your 
wine experience with their ‘Love 
of the Grape’ accommodation 

package by staying at Petit 
Amour B&B Cottage.

Blending wine is an art, 
combining your wine tour with 
an accommodation package 
takes the art of blending to 
another level.  The tour and 
the accommodation work well 
together with the romance 
of Petit Amour B&B Cottage, 
providing a seamless line to the 
romance of fine wines.  

Award winning Petit Amour B&B 
Cottage is in Mornington, just 
a short stroll to Main St. The 
private setting offers exclusive 
fully self-contained cottage 
accommodation. The colours of 
France are reflected throughout 
the cottage providing a romantic 
base for lovers with the luxury 
of an open fire place, two 
person shower and double spa. 
Breakfast provisions includes 
a selection of both full and 
continental and local wine is 
offered on arrival. Everything has 
been taken care of from music to 
candles to wine; the ‘Love of the 
Grape’ package also includes a 
pre-arranged restaurant shuttle 
to any restaurant within 10km of 
the cottage. Ph. 5974 3286
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H O R S E B A C K  W I N E R Y  T O U R S
S P R I N G  C R E E K  F A R M

Terry Scott Ph: 5989 6119  
356 Shands Rd, Main Ridge   Mel. Ref.190 A12 

Email: terryscott@iprimus.com.au  www.springcreekfarm.com.au

• Unique in Australia
•  Ride the beautiful bush & farm land trails 

of the Red Hill Vineyard Region
•  Taste award winning wines & indulge in 

great lunches
WE ALSO OFFER:
• High Class B&B accom
•  Beautiful farm with lake & wetland
• BBQ facilities
• Helipad
•  Chauffeured tours for non riders

 p: 5989 2929

Chauffeur Services &  
Personal  Tours

WALLACES’ MORNINGTON PENINSULA WINERY TOURS
The Peninsula's experienced experts 
in personalised and customised small 
groups (10 max).   See the best with 
the best and get among the fun. 
We welcome your enquiries. 

Wallaces' Winery Tours
P.O. Box. 366 
Red Hill South, Vic 3937
Tel: 03 9347 3039  
Fax: 03 9347 5197
email: robcct@bigpond.com
Website: www.wmptours.com.au

E N H A N C E

mailto:terryscott@iprimus.com.au
http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.springcreekfarm.com.au
mailto:robcct@bigpond.com
http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.wmptours.com.au
mailto:enquiries@silverheath.com
mailto:info@redhillshuttle.com.au
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Seduce Your Senses & Share our
              Passion for Wines of the Peninsula

A M O U R  O F  T H E  G R A P E
Ph. Michael 0403 500 528      E.  tours@amourofthegrape.com.au       

 www.amourofthegrape.com.au     

Showcasing Wines, Scenery & Ambience Showcasing Wines, Scenery & Ambience 

Specialising in small groups (2-6 guests)

Personalised intimate tours 
 ...Wine Lovers Tour - 4-5 cellar doors, inc lunch & glass of wine.
 ...Champagne Tour – Features Sparkling Wines, inc lunch/glass of wine.
 ...Temptation Tour - 3 cellar doors, inc breakfast, glass of sparkling. 
 ...Connoisseur Tour - customised to your needs, Private Tour

All tasting fees, Door to door service

Amour of the Grape 

L O C A L LY  O W N E D  &  O P E R AT E D

W I N E  T O U R S

Indulge your passion...
Tailor made winery tours

Luxurious late model vehicles

Full and half day tour options

Winery tours for groups of 4 to 10 people

Our tours are designed to pamper your passions

Ph.5984 4276    Fax.5984 4311
Email. winerytours@discoveryattractions.com

Incorporating the original pioneers of weekly winery tours on
the Mornington Peninsula with over 20 years of tour experience

THE RED HILL REGIONAL 
SHUTTLE is an experience and 
service greatly appreciated by 
restaurateurs, Bed and Breakfast 
providers, the golf resorts 
and, above all, visitors to the 
Mornington Peninsula.
A Red Hill local, owner Christine 
Gregory loves the place and the 
people, "By taking the shuttle,  I 
know their Hinterland experience 
is truly enhanced - the chat & 
banter starts inside the shuttle, & 
continues on after they’ve left the 
dinner table. Everybody can enjoy 
the surroundings & there’s no 
waiting for taxis in peak times.”
Groups can pre-book Christine's 
shuttle to get to & from any of 
the fine restaurants in the Red 
Hill region for lunch or dinner,  
taking in the views along beautiful 
hinterland roads.
They arrive relaxed, & stay relaxed 
- & no-one has drawn the short 
straw on being designated driver!
Catering for groups of up to nine 
people, larger groups are also 
catered for if you can call with a 
few days notice & the service area 
has expanded to include pick-
ups from Mt Eliza, Sth Frankston, 
Somers, Mt Martha, Flinders,  
Balnarring, & even Portsea. 
Phone 5989 2929

The staff at DISCOVERY
ATTRACTIONS are some of the 
most experienced Mornington 
Peninsula winery tour drivers/
guides around. Some of their 
drivers/guides were involved in the 
first tour company to offer weekly 
winery tours to what was then a 
very young wine region of about a 
dozen wineries.  It’s from this vast 
experience that they tailor make 
your Mornington Peninsula Winery 
Tour.  "Visiting a few wineries and 
tasting some great wines can be 
a lot of fun, but your day out at 
the wineries should be a whole lot 
more than just tasting the wines. 
It should be a fantastic, care free 
day out that combines a lot of fun 
with superb wines, excellent food, 
friendly hospitality & good local 
knowledge. The best thing about 
our tours is that they aren’t our 
tours, they are your tours. 

The itinerary is not set in concrete, 
If you are enjoying the wines & 
hospitality of a particular winery 
and you would like to stay longer, 
then we will. If you would like to 
make a detour & visit one of the 
Peninsula’s other attractions along 
the way, then we can do that 
too. It’s your tour, it’s your day!"  
Phone 5984 4276 & their 
friendly team will do the rest.

HORSEBACK WINERY TOURS
Wine tasting tours on 
horseback run by Terry & Bev 
Scott are unique in Australia & 
indeed the world. 

‘We are attracting riders from all 
over Australia and many from 
overseas’ says Terry. ‘Red Hill is 
such a beautiful part of Victoria 
and we are right in the center of 
this wonderful vineyard region. 
The rides are very easy & safe 
even for beginner riders. We follow 
the designated equestrian trails 
so riders can enjoy the beauty of 
our Peninsula taking in superb 
farmland & sea views.
The wineries visited all offer 
award winning cool climate wines 
& superb lunches. They include 
T’Gallant, Ten Minutes by Tractor, 
Red Hill Estate, Tucks Ridge  

& Montalto. ‘We pride ourselves 
on the quality of horses & our 
standard of service we offer. 
Our staff have excellent local 
knowledge, are friendly 

& professional’.
SILVER HEATH
CHAUFFEUR
SERVICES offers a 
personal & pleasurable 
service to make your 
occasion even more 
special.
Their Rolls Royce Silver 
Shadow will carry 
you in comfort and 
style. Perhaps it’s an 
anniversary or birthday, 

or a weekend get-away. Let them 
pick you up from home, hotel, 
B&B or airport and treat you to 
a relaxing journey with some 
local sparkling wine to enhance 
the experience. 
Perhaps they could organise a 
tour of wineries, a cheese factory 
and a sumptuous meal, a game of 
golf or a special night out.  
Rob Boundy, your host driver has 
been on the Peninsula for over 25 
years & knows the place like the 
back of his hand! 
He can organise accommodation 
for you at a B&B or hotel, 
whatever is your pleasure. 

http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.visitor.com.au
mailto:tours@amourofthegrape.com.au
http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.amourofthegrape.com.au
mailto:winerytours@discoveryattractions.com
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Cellar Door Open 7 Days - 10am to 5pm (please book for large groups)
269 Browns Road Rye 3939 (Melways Ref 169 B12)
Ph:1300 131 741  Email: info@thecupsestate.com

www.thecupsestate.com

Our multi-award 
winning wines 

are hand crafted 
 to perfection.

The range includes: 
 • Sparkling • White Pinot
 • Chardonnay • Rose
 • Pinot Noir • Merlot
 • Shiraz • Port

THE CUPS ESTATE
M O R N I N G T O N  P E N I N S U L A

multi-award winning wines, magnificent views, minutes away...

Autumn sees our local vignerons up ‘til 
all hours. It’s vintage time and teams of 
pickers work through the vineyards to bring 
ripe, sticky, sweet buckets of grapes to 
the wineries where they are destemmed, 
crushed and fermented in a myriad of ways. 
Heady smells engulf cellar doors, all hands 
are employed plunging crimson crusts on 
bubbling vats. 

Cool nights give way to sunny days and our 
thoughts turn to the rich, earthy flavours 
of Autumn on the Peninsula – mushrooms, 
lamb, figs, quinces, olives, pears, berries, 
apples, avocadoes, mussels, pink 

schnapper, soft cheeses – and the 
fabulous local Pinots Noir, Cabernet, 
Shiraz, Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, Riesling and 
sticky dessert styles to accompany them at 
the table. 

The 2007 vintage will be finished for many 
wineries before the end of March, vintages 
in years past often haven’t begun until 
April. While yields are lower after such 
a long dry spell, as well as frost and hail 
damage in some vineyards, early signs are 
that fruit quality is high with good intensity 
of flavour.

In Browns Road Rye you’ll find the Peninsula’s southern most commercial 
vineyard THE CUPS. Autumn new releases include the much lauded 2004 
“Raimondo Reserve” Pinot Noir, Merlot and Shiraz. These reserve wines along 
with the Sparkling Blanc de Noir, White Pinot, Chardonnay, Pinot Rosé, and 
Pinot Port are available to taste at cellar door. 

Recent show success has included a Gold Medal at the 2006 Le Concours 
Des Vins for the 2006 Pinot Rosé and the trophy for “Best Sparkling” at the 
Red Hill Cool Climate Wine Show for the 2005 Sparkling Blanc De Noir. 

Exploring Southern Peninsula 
- with Emily Davenport

mailto:info@thecupsestate.com
http://gdlife.com.au/axs/ax.pl?http://www.thecupsestate.com
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